
Ventura County Professional Women's Network
 

MEETING MINUTES, JULY 17,2008
 

CALL TO ORDER: President Carol Powell called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
PLACE: 170 Dahlia Way, Ventura, CA 
PRESIDING: The President 
ATTENDANCE: Quorum 
PRESENT: Carol Powell, Lisa Ross, Laura Parson, 
Sheila Lowe, Denise Lawrence, Rita Frayer, Tea 
Silvestre, Jim Nicoll, Barbara Marquis, Alison Balter, 
Pam DuBiel 
GUESTS ATTENDING: None 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: approved as 
submitted. 
President's Report: Carol will contact one ofthe 
Navigators re: looking through the storage locker to see 
what can be discarded in hopes of getting a smaller 
space. 

Hospitality: Pam asked Board Members to submit 
questions to her regarding VCPWN that can be included 
in the dinner meeting table discussion. 

Executive Secretary's Report: Denise is continuing to 
work with back system to get reports needed by 
Membership. She will look into other ways we can 
accept payments from members. 

Focal Points Editor: Tea made a motion to start a trial 
program, beginning with Mary Gabriels, in which a 
member will be given credit towards their membership 
if they bring in revenue for adveltising and membership. 
Mary will receive a 10% credit for each ad she brings to 
Focal Points. She will also be asked to attend the 
monthly Chamber Breakfasts on behalf ofVCPWN. 
She will be given a credit of$37.50 owed to her in 
adveltising. Motion was seconded and accepted. Tea 
also brought up the serious problem we have with our 
back end system and the need to use something simpler, 
given our current low membership. She strongly urged 
that we fix that before thinking about setting up a new 
website. A lively discussion ensued. She and other 
board members will have a meeting via conference call 
to discuss options. 

Director of Networking: Alison is putting together a 
survey re: mentoring for the next general meeting. For 
the time being she has agreed to take on the 
responsibilities of Mentoring Director. 

Director of Public Relations: Barbara repOited that 
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she didn't have anyone to attend the monthly
 
Chamber breakfasts but is hoping Mary Gabriels will
 
take that responsibility.
 

Director of Membership: Jim is working on an
 
ongoing list of membership growth/decline so that we
 
are all able to know where we stand monthly. He
 
asked about printing more brochures, that discussion
 
was tabled.
 

Director of Finance: Rita announced that she has a
 
VCPWN debit card for vendors that bill
 
automatically to the checking account. She gave the
 
board two options for future bookkeeping: Quick
 
Books and Quick Books Online. The board voted to
 
begin using Quick Books Online.
 

Member at Large: Absent. 

Past President: Lisa announced that the Wind
 
Beneath My Wings Award will be announced at the
 
November meeting. The deadline for submissions
 
will be October 15th

• She asked Denise to do a
 
special email blurb on that topic. 

Special Events: Laura reminded everyone of the next
 
Fluff Party which will be on August 3'd. Laura has
 
compiled a list from the survey of potential events
 
that was submitted to the members at the last meeting.
 
She will meet with her committee in August to
 
discuss the feasability of the most popular events.
 

President-Elect: Sheila announced the results fo the
 
future program survey that was submitted to the
 
members at the last meeting. The most popular was
 
Building Your Business. She will be meeting with
 
Merle Davida regarding speakers.
 

Tabled Items: Printing of new brochures. Website
 
issues.
 

There being no further business, the meeting was
 
adjourned at 8:30 PM.
 

Next Board Meeting: 

Thursday August 21, 2008 
6:00 PM
 

Sheila Lowe's Home, 170 Dahlia Way, Ventura
 
Minutes submitted by Laura Parson
 

To promote the personal and professional growth 
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education, mutual support and sharing of resources. 


